Lupin alkaloids from teratogenic and nonteratogenic lupins. III. Identification of anagyrine as the probable teratogen by feeding trials.
Alkaloidal extracts from teratogenic lupins produced congenital deformities in calves typical of crooked calf disease when the extracts were administered to pregnant cows during the susceptible gestational period. These data and previous epidemiologic studies suggest that one of the four alkaloids in the preparation, anagyrine, is the responsible teratogen. Severity of the malformations was directly related to the level of anagyrine present in the preparations administered.